




Looking for the positive power of tourism
For the traveller, the resident, the 
entrepreneur and the place
Starting from collectively ‘not knowing’

TOURISM
transforms



A PROCESS IN DIFFERENT PHASES

UNDERSTAND

CREATE

EXPLORE



EXPLORE

Discover the 
transformational power 
of travelling

Why a travel experience is 
impactful and how can we 
facilitate it?

Large scale listening exercise
1.644 stories about impactful 
travel moments 

(report here)

https://www.toerismevlaanderen.be/sites/toerismevlaanderen.be/files/assets/publication/Grootschalige luisteroefening op zoek naar de kracht van reizen_ENG.PDF


TRAVELLER’S JOURNEY 

LARGE SCALE LISTENING EXERCISE



THE ‘KIND OF 
IMPACTFUL 
EXPERIENCE



3 sprekende stories (of video) over de 3 soorten PLEK

‘One hundred years (later)’

Two years ago, my parents and I went to the Westhoek, Flanders Fields. The square itself fills the 
space between the Ypres Cloth Hall and the church. Our destination, the museum of Flanders Fields, 
was in the Ypres Cloth Hall. The exhibition was an interactive wander around stories and artefacts 
from the Great War. After day-dreaming for a while, suddenly all of my thoughts came together and 
it was overwhelming. The Ypres Cloth Hall suddenly looked smaller and I moved to the edge of the 
Gothic building. I quickly nestled into the bench and grabbed my mobile. The faceless soldiers and 
anonymous victims suddenly gained identities, people who I knew, who I loved. Alone with my phone, 
I called my boyfriend at the time and told him: ‘I’m so happy that I am alive today, that I can know 
you today. At the moment, I’m in a museum about the Great War and I’m thinking about how my life 
would have been 100 years ago. The fact that you, and so many others, could have died. I love you.’ I 
gulped and hung up. My memory is perhaps vague, but it reminded me of my freedom and the 
sacrifice that had been made by people throughout Flemish history. How happy I was that I live 
today, a hundred years later. 

More stories and video testimonials here

https://www.toerismevlaanderen.be/sites/toerismevlaanderen.be/files/assets/publication/Grootschalige luisteroefening op zoek naar de kracht van reizen_ENG.PDF


EXPLORE

Business as usual is not
sustainable

Tourism is part of a 
living, dynamic

ecosystem

CONCEPT FLOURISHING DESTINATION

Input: Anna Pollock



5 Think tanks

UNDERSTAND



Two-day writing workshop

CREATE



A flourishing community 
is a living network that is 
interconnected

FLOURISHING destination

Flourishing COMMUNITY

RESIDENTSRESIDENTS

VISITOR

FLOURISHING
COMMUNITY

ENTREPRENEUR

STAKEHOLDERS

‘PLACE’HOLDERS 

THE PLACE



4 steps to the
flourishing
destination

BECOMING AWARE TAKING RESPONSIBILITY

COLLABORATING CONNECTING

https://www.reizennaarmorgen.be/en/articles/innovators-are-designing-the-future 



HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=VBXZGOMJ9ZY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbXZGOMj9zY


TOMORROW EVERYTHING IS DIFFERENT? 

Deborah Freeze



NEXT STEPS?

- From becoming aware to cooperation: the cases

- Measuring ‘Flourishing Destinations’

- Elections  new policy choices

- Great opportunity to make the shift



FUTURE VISION
CO-CREATED WITH OUR
SECTOR
IN ONE MAGAZINE

info@reizennaarmorgen.be

www.traveltotomorrow.be

vincent.nijs@visitflanders.com


