LUÍS ARAÚJO ELECTED TO LEAD THE EUROPEAN TRAVEL COMMISSION TOWARDS
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM RECOVERY IN EUROPE
•

President of Turismo de Portugal takes on the leadership role at a pivotal moment for the tourism
sector in Europe

Brussels, 8 September 2020: The European Travel Commission (ETC), representing 33 national tourism organisations of
Europe, announced today that Luís Araújo from Turismo de Portugal has been elected as ETC’s President for a three-year
term. Mr Araújo was selected by the 99th General Meeting to lead ETC’s efforts towards sustainable tourism recovery in
Europe.
Luís Araújo is a long-standing member of the tourism sector with over 20 years of experience. Heading the Portuguese
National Tourism Authority since February 2016, he leads a team of 650 people and 350 external trainers, and coordinates 20
tourism delegations covering 26 foreign markets for Portugal. Previously Mr Araújo was a Board Member at Group Pestana
(the largest hotel group in Portugal with over 100 hotels in 15 countries) responsible for operations in Latin America while
also leading the sustainability department of the group. He also served as Head of the Cabinet of the Portuguese Secretary of
State for Tourism between 2005 and 2007.
Taking over the mandate during these unprecedented times, Luís Araújo will lead European destinations’ joint efforts to
rebuild the tourism sector in Europe in the aftermath of the COVID-19 crisis. The newly elected President aims to position
ETC as the top influential voice in the sector’s transformation towards responsible, sustainable, digital and resilient tourism
of tomorrow.
“I am extremely proud to be able to lead the European Travel Commission on behalf of Turismo de Portugal namely in a
period when European tourism faces one of its biggest challenges if not the biggest”, stated Mr Araújo. He also highlights
that “one of the main goals is to ensure that tourism has a stronger voice in Europe and the EU, through better coordination
among countries, in view of a quick and sustainable recovery of the tourism sector”.
Mr Araújo’s work will be supported by ETC’s Vice-Presidents. Robert Andrzejczyk from the Polish Tourism Organisation
(PTO), Magda Antonioli from the Italian Government Tourism Board (ENIT) and the newly elected Kristjan Staničić from the
Croatian National Tourist Board (CNTB) will be coordinating ETC’s advocacy activities focusing on visa facilitation,
connectivity and sustainability.
Luís Araújo takes the Presidency over from Peter De Wilde, CEO of VisitFlanders, who held the position for six years and lead
ETC through reform, enlarging a portfolio of activities and attracting numerous associate members from the private sector.
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Note to editors
The European Travel Commission is an association of National Tourism Organisations (NTOs). It was created in 1948 to promote Europe as a
tourist destination to the long-haul markets outside of Europe, originally in the USA and later in Canada, Latin America and Asia. It currently
has 33 member NTOs, including 7 from outside the European Union. Europe is the world’s no. 1 tourist destination with 742 million
international arrivals in 2019 and more than 50% of the market share of worldwide tourism. For more information, please visit www.etccorporate.org.

