
Most destinations saw Russian arrivals fall by more 
than two-thirds, while a range of countries saw 
declines of over 90%.

Serbia has seen extraordinary growth in arrivals
from India when compared to 2019 (+161%).
Montenegro (-29%) and France (-45%) were the next
most resilient destinations.

With a few exceptions, Indian arrivals declined
by more than 80% on 2019 levels  

In 2021, strong vaccination coverage in Europe, the EU Digital Covid-19 Certificate and the easing of travel
restrictions which allowed the release of large-pent up demand, set the grounds for tourism revival. However, the
emergence of the Omicron variant at the year-end weighed on this recovery and brought back mobility restrictions
due to record-breaking infection rates. Year-to-date data informs estimates of a 62% decrease in tourist arrivals to
Europe in 2021 over 2019 levels. The outlook, however, remains positive, with travel demand projected to be just 20%
below pre-pandemic levels in 2022, fuelled by domestic and intra-European travel demand. 

65% of reporting destinations posted declines in tourist arrivals below the weighted European average 
(-62%)

OMICRON DISRUPTION, A TEMPORARY PHENOMENON WITH LITTLE IMPACT?
 
 

Croatia (-6%) reported the smallest decline in Russian
arrivals and expects to surpass 2019 levels in 2022.
Among the other relatively strong performers were
Serbia (-9%) and France (-46%). 

Trends & Prospects - Q4/2021
European Tourism: 

It is expected that China's zero Covid stance will
continue for the short-term. Therefore, it is unlikely
that there will be a rapid recovery in Chinese arrivals. 

The emergence of Omicron and tighter restrictions means that
this recovery is estimated to have stalled in December.

Eurocontrol data shows that while total flight volumes in Q4
remained below 2019 levels, almost all countries reported
growth in the number of flights arriving and departing in Q4
2021 versus Q3 2021 relative to 2019.

US travel to Europe has improved, due to eased
travel restrictions and high rates of vaccination
Serbia (-35%) was the best performing destination
for US nights. In arrival terms, both Turkey (-38%)
and Luxembourg (-46%) performed better than
Serbia (-52%). The Czech Republic (-90%) Belgium
(-89%), Hungary and Austria (both -85%) performed
worst.

Visits from Japan have fallen around 95% and there is
relatively little difference in the declines either by latest
reporting month or by destination, with the exception of
France (-47%) and Serbia (-86%). 

 

China continues to have tight quarantine 
restrictions in place for returning travellers

Data Sources: TourMIS, Tourism Economics, STR Global, 
Transparent, IATA, Eurocontrol

European destinations continue to report weak
travel activity from Canada 

Industry Performance

COVID-19 Significantly Influenced Demand from Key Overseas Markets

Globally, total tickets sold in December 2021 stood at 50% of
the December 2019 level, down from 56% in November. This
deterioration was more pronounced for international travel
(from 43% to 30%) than for domestic trips (from 68% to 65%).

Despite a successful vaccination roll-out, many
European countries continue to register falls in Canadian
arrivals of over 85%, while Portugal, Hungary, Italy and
Czech Republic all reported declines greater than 90%.

Japan intends to keep a ban on foreign international
arrivals until at least the end of February

FOR DETAILED RESULTS, PLEASE HAVE A LOOK AT THE FULL REPORT

Global air passenger demand continued its recovery in the
final months of 2021, with global revenue passenger
kilometres (RPK) in November 47% below 2019 levels.

Global Hotel Performance
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In terms of occupancy, Europe saw growth of 30.7%, with ADR
growth of 13.9% and RevPAR growth of 48.8%.

Global Air Passenger Traffic Growth

Pent up income and wanderlust mean that short-term rentals
have enjoyed occupancy exceeding 2019 levels over the holiday
period. On average, bookings across European regions are only
5% down on 2019.

Special Focus:
Transatlantic Travel

Despite the easing of restrictions in Australia,
European destinations continue to record very
reduced tourism activity from this market
Countries reporting to November recorded an average
decline of 93% and the three countries reporting to
December, 91%. This compares with a decline in
Australian arrivals in September of 97%. 

Outbound travel from Brazil has made some limited
recovery in Q4 2021
Serbia posted the strongest results with nights from
Brazil up by 35% despite a fall of 28% in arrivals.
France recorded a decline of 62% on 2019 levels. In
contrast, a range of countries have seen declines in
Brazilian arrivals of well over 90%.

Long-haul trips are projected to remain 48% below 2019
volumes in 2022, and account for only 18% of all international
travel. 

Long-haul travel should exceed 2019 levels in 2025. The long-
haul share of international visitors is expected to exceed the
pre-pandemic peak from 2027 onwards. 

Global Overnight Visitors: Baseline Projections

In 2019, US arrivals to European destinations accounted for
more than 80% of arrivals from North America, with 84% of
these arrivals to Western European destinations. 

The economic and connectivity benefits to European countries
from transatlantic travel will vary, but should be highest in
Iceland, Ireland, the UK, Switzerland and the Netherlands.  
Transatlantic Flows – Most Reliant Markets in 2019

The US share for Western European inbound fell to 3.4% in
2020, from 6.2% a year prior. It is expected that this share will
return to 5.9% of total Western European inbound by 2025.

Europe fell by more than other regions in 2020, so growth in
2021 has facilitated less of a recovery relative to 2019.

Western Europe Arrivals: Share by Major Source Market (%)
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