
European travel recovery persisted in the third quarter of 2022, held up by a strong pent-up demand that could
have extended the summer season due to excess savings during the pandemic. 

TRAVEL ENTHUSIASM HELD STEADY TOWARDS THE END OF 2022, ALTHOUGH EUROPEAN 
TOURISM IS NOT YET OUT OF THE WOODS.  

 

Most European destination countries have continued 
to report major declines in arrivals from Russia

Latvia, Sweden and Norway trail in their recovery of pre-
pandemic tourism from India, with overnights at -81%,
-63% and -61% respectively.

Serbia continues to report exceptional growth in
both arrivals (+360%) and overnights (+419%) from
India for 2022

Year-to-date data shows that almost one in two reporting destinations have recovered more than 80% of 
their pre-pandemic foreign arrivals. 

Greece and Cyprus both note declines of 93% compared to
2019. Serbia was not obliged to impose EU restrictions on the
entry of Russians, thus reporting growth in arrivals (+63%)
and overnights (+159%) from this market.

Trends & Prospects - Q4/2022
European Tourism: 

Improvement can be expected later in 2023 due to many
European destinations re-imposing testing requirements
on visitors from China.

Exchange rates remain favourable for US-based
travellers
Turkey (+77%), Portugal (+24%), Iceland (+4), Montenegro
(+3%), and Poland (+3%) are amongst the destinations
reporting growth in arrivals on 2019 from the US. 

With the exception of Serbia (-63%), year-to-date arrivals from
Japan remain  in excess of -70% compared to 2019 for all
reporting destinations. 

 

No destination has reported growth in arrivals 
from China so far in 2022

Data Sources: TourMIS, Tourism Economics, STR Global, 
IATA, Eurocontrol

Only Türkiye reported an increase from 2019 in Canadian
arrivals 

Industry Performance

Long-haul travel is recovering, but challenges remain

Türkiye registered an increase in arrivals  of 42% on 2019 levels,
with Portugal -1% also doing well. The slowest recovery of
arrivals in reporting destinations was noted in Latvia (-74%).

Currency shifts have remained unfavourable for
outbound travel to Europe from Japan

FOR DETAILED RESULTS, PLEASE HAVE A LOOK AT THE FULL REPORT

Air transport data from IATA shows Europe continued to perform
above the global average. As of November, RPK volumes were only
16.3% beneath 2019 levels.

Global Hotel Performance 

Lithuania -42%

Source: TourMIS, Visit Britain  *date varies (Jan-Dec) by destination

Latvia -42%

-42%

Hotel performance data collected by STR demonstrates that Europe
was the best performing region covering the whole of 2022. In Europe
RevPAR was up 89.2%, driven mainly by increased occupancy.

Special Focus:
Long-Haul Travel Recovery

Australian visitors face higher costs to travel to Europe
as airlines push up prices due to fuel costs 
Türkiye is close to pre-pandemic volumes, down just 2% in
arrivals from Australia. The Nordics and Eastern European
destinations fare worse, Lithuania noting the lowest recovery
from Australia, with arrivals and overnights both -72%. 

Only Monaco reports arrivals growth on 2019 from
Brazil 
With the exception of Monaco (+3%) and Serbia (-14%),
across other reporting destinations, arrivals from Brazil
averaged 40% below 2019 levels with nights data slightly
better at 37% below 2019 on average. 
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As European short-haul travel is well on its way to recovery, the
travel industry’s attention has turned to long-haul travel. 

Longer-haul travellers tend to stay for longer, and thus are
higher value travellers. They are also likely to visit multiple
destinations, spreading their spending between destinations.

Travel between the Americas and Europe is expected to
account for almost one-quarter of international travel growth
across the 2019-2030 period.

Growth in Travel to Europe by Haul

 Latest data indicates a recovery of 75% of 2019 travel volumes in Europe in 2022.

Looking forward, international travel to Europe is forecast to achieve pre-pandemic levels in 2025, while domestic
travel will do so in 2024.

International Air Passenger Growth, Europe

North America heads the pack for recovery, with arrivals
reaching a forecast 21% below 2019 levels in 2023.

Romania

There remains considerable divergence between European
countries in terms of how well they have recovered. On a three-
month rolling average basis, Greece, Croatia and Portugal are now
all above 2019 levels.

European Air Traffic by Country (Total Flights Arriving and 
Departing) 

The largest Asian source markets for Europe (China, Japan,
South Korea and India) all opened their borders for travel fairly
late, although we have since seen some initial recovery for
travel into Europe.

Total Estimated Passengers from North America to Europe

Oceania’s inbound travel to Europe is set to be 39% below 2019
levels in 2023. Australia was the 5th largest source market for
Europe for extra-regional travel, with the highest travel
volumes to UK, Italy and France.

With China re-opening, it will likely be in the latter half of this
year at the very earliest that more significant recovery of
outbound Chinese travellers to Europe will be seen.
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