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THURSDAY, 16 NOVEMBER 2017

KEYNOTE SESSION | - PRESENTATION OF THE HANDBOOK I:
GLOBAL OVERVIEW OF THEMED TOURISM AND ROUTES

David Ward-Perkins - Senior Associate, TEAM Tourism

David Ward-Perkins is an expert in the development of tourism
destinations that have a strong cultural or environmental character. He
has experience both of large-scale regeneration projects and of the
development of smaller destinations. He has a solid business
background, in particular in marketing and management. Based in

France, he has delivered projects in countries throughout Europe, in

North America and in the Middle East. Key areas of expertise: Strategy
and Action Planning; Destination Marketing; Business Planning; Visitor Management and
Services; Arts and Heritage; Green and Environmental Matters/Sustainability; Rural and

Urban Regeneration; Training; Mentoring; and Workshop Facilitation

PANEL OF EXPERTS I: MAKING THEMED-BASED TOURISM
TRANSNATIONAL

Alla Peressolova - Head of UNWTO SILK ROAD Programme

Alla Peressolova has worked at UNWTO for over twenty years in
different areas and is currently in charge of the UNWTO Silk Road
Programme, creating a collaborative platform for effective activities to
raise a profile of the Silk Road tourism and support Silk Road
destinations in the responsible and sustainable tourism development

across three regions of Europe, Asia and Middle East. Currently 33

countries across 3 continents are actively engaged in the Programme.



Prior to it, she was responsible for the UNWTO 's relations with the major international fairs.
Over the years she established strong alliances with over 20 international and regional fairs,
developing on-going programmes and events. Among her other projects are numerous
communications and awareness campaigns, international conferences and capacity building
workshops. Alla Peressolova is a frequent speaker at the international forums and
workshops, such as the Annual Advisory Forum of the European Institute of Cultural Routes,

Astana Economic Forum, etc.

Tim Fairhurst - Head of Strategy and Policy, ETOA

Tim Fairhurst develops ETOA's policy objectives and its strategy for
their delivery. He is involved with EU regulatory review, liaison with the
Commission, Parliament, national bodies and NGOs. ETOA's non-
regulatory policy work focuses on city tourism and good practice, and
helping to promote Europe as a competitive destination worldwide. To

that end, it strongly supports the freedom to provide services

throughout Europe to meet market needs. Current priorities include
the professional qualifications and package travel directives: their effect on business and the

freedom to provide services.

Danko Cosié¢ - Director of Programmes, Danube Competence

Center

Danko Cosi¢ has work experience ranging from community organizing | 1
and organization development to working as a consultant on policy

evaluation and strategy development.

For the last 5 years, he is working in tourism marketing and

development, closely collaborating with members from private, public
and NGO sector in designing and supporting initiatives aiming at
creation and promotion the Danube region as a single tourism destination. Danko Cosic is
the manager of the "Roman Emperors and Danube Wine Route” - a cultural route certified by

the European Institute for Cultural Routes (EICR). Danube Competence Center (DCC]) is the



association of tourism actors committed to collaborate in the promotion and development of

the Danube region as a high quality Pan-European tourism destination.

Jordi Tresserras - Director of IBERTUR

Mr. Jordi Tresserras is expert in cultural heritage management and
cultural and creative tourism. He is professor at Cultural Management
Program at the Universitat de Barcelona and director of LABPATC Lab
of Cultural Heritage, Creativity and Cultural Tourism, a spin-off of
Universitat de Barcelona and IBERTUR - Network of Heritage,

Tourism & Sustainable Development. He was assistant professor of

cultural tourism in the Center for Latin American and the Caribbean

Studies at New York University (2001). He is also currently visiting professor at the Master
and Doctorate Program in Heritage Management and Tourism at Université Paris 1
Panthéon-Sorbonne and at the Cultural Management Postgraduate Program at Universidad
Andina Simon Bolivar. Consultant for international organizations and national cooperation
agencies. Member of the UNITWIN Network of the UNESCO Chair on Culture, Tourism and
Development, the University Network of the European Institute of Cultural Routes and the

Culture and Gastronomic Tourism Product Clubs at Catalan Tourism Board.

Jacques Mattei - Director of the European Federation of

Napoleonic Cities

Jacques Mattei, is mainly working as director of the European
Federation of the Napoleonic Cities chaired by Charles Bonaparte. He
develops different activities additionally: (i) Cofounder and manager of
Zunino e Partner Progetti srl (studies and architecture, France - Italy -
Morocco), (i) responsible for networking, international relations and

European Programs at “Sardinia.Corsica Hyperloop Project” and [iii)

until 2008, he was a thematic expert for the European network
URBACT specialised in: regeneration of the urban network; governance of projects;
integrated approach; citizen participation; public - private partnership. He is a specialist of

sustainable development, territorial development and urban development.



KEYNOTE SESSION Il - FOSTERING TRANSNATIONAL
COOPERATION THROUGH TOURISM THEMES AND ROUTES

Peter DeBrine - Senior Project Officer, UNESCO

Mr. DeBrine joined the UNESCO World Heritage Centre in 2011 as a
Programme Specialist where he is spearheading the development of a
new World Heritage and Sustainable Tourism Programme. Previously
he was the Director of the World Heritage Alliance at the United Nations

Foundation-a global community of travellers, members of the travel

industry, government groups, non-governmental organizations, and the
United Nations working together to preserve and protect World

Heritage sites while supporting local communities.

With extensive experience in sustainable development and tourism, Mr. DeBrine held the
position of Deputy Director of the International Tourism Partnership for the Prince of Wales
International Business Leaders Forum where he worked with major hotel companies to
create practical sustainability strategies and tools for the tourism industry. Previously, Mr.
DeBrine worked as a Forestry Officer for the UN Food and Agriculture Organization where he
helped shape an international partnership for sustainable development in mountain regions.
This builds on his many years as an environmental campaigner for WWF working on climate

change, endangered species and sustainable tourism issues in the US and Europe.

Ilona Lelonek Husting — Policy Officer, European Commission

[lona Lelonek Husting, Policy Officer, Unit: Tourism, Emerging and
Creative Industries, Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry,

Entrepreneurship and SMEs, European Commission (DG GROW).

Since April 2009, Ilona is a Project and Policy Officer responsible for

implementation of the preparatory actions: "European Destinations of

Excellence"” EDEN, “Sustainable Tourism”, the actions linked to
promoting diversification of European tourism offer and to development of a sustainable and

responsible tourism, coordinating works of the Tourism



Advisory Committee gathering Member States’ national authorities in charge of Tourism,
communication campaign and support to cultural and creative industries file. From 2004-
2009 she was a Parliamentary Assistant to the Polish Member of the European Parliament,
(Brussels and Strasbourg). She holds a Master in economics from the Cracow University of
Economics (Poland), Faculty of Economics and International Relations, specialisation in
European Studies and studied in IUP 2 Management and territorial development at the

University Pierre Mendés France in Grenoble (France).

EXCHANGE OF BEST-PRACTICE

José Luis Maestro Castineiras - Director of Competitiveness in

Tourism of Galicia, Xunta de Galicia

Graduate in Political Science and Sociology by the Complutense
University of Madrid in 1989. One year postgraduate in Public
Administration in the Montfort University, Leicester (UK], 1990. Civil
servant at Higher Corps of Civil Administrators of the autonomous
region of Galicia 1993. Developed tasks in different departments of
Xunta de Galicia: health, public works, social services, etc.

Since 2010 working in the Department of Tourism of the regional

government. From 2012 he is Director of Competitiveness in Tourism of
Galicia with responsibilities in inspection, legislative developing, quality, statistical analysis,
European projects and cultural itineraries, planning, support to the private sector or local

tourism development.

Member of the Executive Committee of Necstour and of the Executive Council of the
European Historical Termal Towns Association. Participates as a representative of Galicia in

the Camino de Santiago, the Vikings and Iter Vitis European cultural itineraries.



Adam Bodor - Advocacy and EuroVelo Director of the European

Cyclists™ Federation

Adam Bodor is currently the Advocacy and EuroVelo director of the
European Cyclists™ Federation. He holds master degree in geography
and economics, worked earlier as the managing director of an
industrial park, project manager on the Budapest University of

Technology and Economics and as independent consultant on EU

Funds. His cycling carrier started as the board member of ECF in 2004
and he was the first “ministerial commissioner responsible for cycling”
and the co-chair of the inter-ministerial working group for cycling in Hungary form 2005 to
2010. He coordinated the preparation and implementation of the first national cycling
strategy of Hungary for the 2007-2013 period which served as a basis to allocate 180million
Euros to construct 2000km new cycling infrastructure, the first national standard and the GIS
based monitoring system of cycling infrastructure, introduce a more cycling friendly highway
code, start cycle training for kids, bike to work campaign and cycling friendly cities,
employers schemes. Since working for ECF he reorganized the management of EuroVelo and
achieved its first recognition by the European institutions. Since 2016 he coordinates the

advocacy work of ECF and the preparation of the EU cycling strategy.

Issa Torres — Associate, TEAM Tourism Consulting

Ms. Issa Torres has extensive experience in the fields of tourism
planning and development, cultural heritage, ecotourism and skills
development. She has worked with the public, private and academic
sector on projects in Costa Rica, China, Australia, Panama,

Venezuela, the United Kingdom, Brazil, Spain and France.

Issa’s project portfolio also includes market research on adventure

tourism in Scotland; research for the International Archaeology Discovery Centre in China;
and community-based tourism projects in Costa Rica and Brazil. Issa is fluent in Spanish,
Catalan, French, English and Portuguese. She holds a Master’s degree in Cultural Tourism
from Leeds Metropolitan University; a Master’s in Project Management from the University
for International Cooperation; and a Bachelor’s in Tourism from the Polytechnic University of

Valencia.



Marian Leydon- Wild Atlantic Way at Failte Ireland

Marian has been working in the tourism industry for over ten years.
She studied at National University of Ireland, Galway from where she
graduated with a Bachelor of International Commerce with German.
On completion of her degree, Marian worked in Tourism Marketing
with a Regional Tourism Company at the time in the West of Ireland.

In 2013, she began working with Failte Ireland, the National Tourism
Development Authority as Experience Development Manager. In her role, she has worked on
the Wild Atlantic Way and project managed the Wild Atlantic Way Interpretation Programme,
which saw interpretive content developed and installed at 188 Discovery Points on the Wild
Atlantic Way.”
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KEYNOTE SPEECH Ill: FOSTERING TRANSNATIONAL
COOPERATION THROUGH TOURISM THEMES AND ROUTES

Ana-Claudia Tapardel - Member of the European Parliament

Ms. Tapardel is a Romanian Member of the European Parliament

elected in May 2014, she is currently one of the youngest MEPs.

She is @ member of the Parliament’'s Committee on Transport and
Tourism and she co-Chairs the Intergroup on European Tourism

Development, Cultural Heritage, Ways of St. James and other European

Cultural Routes.Her work in the European Parliament has focused on



advancing the close connection between transport and tourism, and underlying the necessity

of building infrastructure which caters for the development objectives of the latter.

She holds the belief that a consistent and sustainable approach to the promotion of tourism
within the EU will lead to the strengthening of the European economy and the creation of
jobs for many of our citizens. For this reason, she has been actively campaigning for a
European Strategy for Tourism and she was one of the key figures behind the effort to obtain

a European Year of Tourism and Cultural Heritage in 2018.

Eleonora Berti - Council of Europe Cultural Routes Project

Coordinator, European Institute of Cultural Routes

Graduated in 2006 in Architecture and Urban Planning from the
University of Florence (ltaly), Eleonora Berti has obtained in 2010 a
PhD degree in Landscape Architecture and Planning, with a research
on Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe. Since 2009 she has been

working at the European Institute of Cultural Routes, where she is

Council of Europe Cultural Routes Project Coordinator. Among her
tasks, she is responsible for coordinating the certification of cultural

route projects and the evaluation of the Cultural Routes certified by the Council of Europe.

Eleonora Berti is co-author of the book "Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe”, TCI
(2011), author of "Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe: between landscape project and
research of identity”, FUP (2012) and co-author of the vademecum "Cultural Routes

management: from theory to practice”, Council of Europe (2015).

Francisco José Millan Mon — Member of the European Parliament

Mr. Francisco Milldn Mon is a Member of the European Parliament
since 2004, elected on behalf of Spain. As a Member of the European
Parliament, he currently belong to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and the Committee on Fisheries. He also belong to the Delegation for
Relations with the United States and is substitute member of the

Delegation for relations with the People’'s Republic of China. He is the




co-Chair of the Intergroup on European Tourism Development, Cultural Heritage, Ways of

Saint James and other European Cultural Routes.

Mr. Milldn Mon has a degree in law and belongs to the Spanish Diplomatic Service since
1980. As a career diplomat, he held several posts in the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation, both in Spain and abroad - in the Spanish Embassies in Bonn (1984-1987)
and in Rabat (1993-1996). Mr Milldn Mon was General Director for European Policy (1998-
2000) in the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation.



