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EUROPEAN TOURISM IN 2010 - TRENDS & PROSPECTS (Q1/2010) 
 
 
Brussels, 15 April 2010.  The European Travel Commission (ETC) has just published its first 
quarterly report on European Tourism in 2010 - Trends & Prospects. 

 
The following gives a brief overview of the report for the first quarter of 2010. 
  
The full report can be downloaded from ETC’s corporate website under the link below. 
 

The travel recovery is underway but remains fragile 
The report, compiled for ETC by Tourism Economics, shows that overnight visits to European 
destinations declined 6% in 2009 while international travel around the world fell an estimated 
4.7% against the headwinds of the global recession.  However, signs of a travel recovery 
emerged in the final months of the year as economies around the world strengthened.  
 
As the “great recession” gave way to economic life in the final quarter of last year, some 
European destinations posted visitor growth.  And as 2010 begins, the trends established in the 
latter portion of 2009 are carrying into 2010.  European airlines are reporting higher load factors 
due more to increased passenger numbers rather than cuts to capacity.  Hoteliers have 
experienced higher occupancy rates across Europe and revenue is growing in the first quarter 
despite lower prices.  Both of these trends point to renewed growth in tourist arrivals in the first 
part of 2010. 
 
While the beginning of the recovery appears to be underway, European economic conditions 
remain fragile - especially in the labour market which will weigh on already weak consumption. 
Additionally, budget troubles across much of the region remain a concern.   
 
In the short term, survey results from travel-related industries are all pointing toward growing 
demand over the next few months in comparison to the depths of the recession.   
 
As the year progresses, the recovery will need to gain momentum if it is to compare favourably 
with last year.  Visits to European destinations are expected to grow by 2.4% in 2010 and then 
accelerate to 3.8% in 2011, when 2008 visitor levels will finally be regained.  
 
The full report can be downloaded from ETC’s corporate website under the following link:  
http://www.etc-corporate.org/market-intelligence/reports-and-studies.html 

Ends. 

 

 

 

 



Note to editors: 

The European Travel Commission is an association of National Tourism Organisations 
(NTOs).  It was created in 1948 to promote Europe as a tourism destination to the long-
haul markets outside Europe, originally in the USA and later in Canada, Latin America and 
Asia.  It currently has 39 member NTOs, including 12 from outside the European Union.  
ETC is an independent body which is financed entirely by annual membership 
contributions and partnership funding.  

 

Contact:  ETC Executive Unit - 19A Avenue Marnix (PO Box 25) 1000 Brussels - BELGIUM.    
T: + 32 2 - 548 9000   F: + 32 2 - 514 1843   e-mail: press@visiteurope.com  
 
Press Releases:  http://www.etc-corporate.org/press/current-press-releases.html 
 
For further information:  ETC’s corporate website www.etc-corporate.org is aimed at industry, 
government and educational personnel interested in tourism to Europe.  
 

Tourists seeking travel-specific information and ideas are directed to ETC’s consumer portal 
www.visiteurope.com 
 
 
 
 

 


