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EUROPEAN TOURISM IN 2010 - TRENDS & PROSPECTS (Q3/2010) 
 
 
Brussels, 19 October 2010.  The European Travel Commission (ETC) has just published its 
third quarterly report on European Tourism in 2010 - Trends & Prospects. 
 
The following gives a brief overview of the report for the third quarter of 2010. 
  
The full report can be downloaded from ETC’s corporate website under the link below. 
 
Data confirm a global recovery in travel is underway.  The recovery extends to Europe which has 
experienced growth in visitor arrivals through the first half of the year with indications of 
acceleration into the third quarter.  This, despite the setbacks to air travel experienced in April 
due to the volcanic ash cloud. 
 
While the travel recovery in Europe has been generally broad, gains have favoured Western 
Europe while Northern Europe continues to lag behind last year. 
 
Some European destinations have benefitted from favourable exchange rate conditions.  Russia 
and Japan have provided heady growth thus far with the US showing signs of recovery in recent 
months.  The anticipated return of UK travellers to European destinations also appears to be 
budding in recent months. 
 
Industry data echo the results from destinations.  Passenger growth on European airlines has 
been consistently positive since the airspace closures in April.  Recovery in hotel prices, which 
typically lags in recovery, is now underway as occupancy rates continued to make gains through 
August. 
 
However, the outlook for global economic recovery has become much less certain.  In this 
tenuous environment, risks are both high and skewed towards the downside. 
 
The US economy, in particular, has slowed while the Eurozone showed surprisingly strong in the 
first half of 2010 in the face of fiscal tightening and sovereign debt worries. 
 
While the corporate sector is flush with cash and represents an upside risk to the forecast, a timid 
response in hiring and investment lends to the possibility of a subpar recovery. 
 
Uncertainty in the financial sector led by problems with European banks and stalling of asset 
prices provides additional downside risks. Further crisis in the financial sector raises the risk of a 
return to recession. 

Ends. 
 

 



The full report can be downloaded from ETC’s corporate website under the following link:  
http://www.etc-corporate.org/market-intelligence/reports-and-studies.html 
 
Note to editors: 
The European Travel Commission is an association of National Tourism Organisations 
(NTOs).  It was created in 1948 to promote Europe as a tourism destination to the long-
haul markets outside Europe, originally in the USA and later in Canada, Latin America and 
Asia.  It currently has 36 member NTOs, including 9 from outside the European Union.  
ETC is an independent body which is financed entirely by annual membership 
contributions and partnership funding.  
 
Contact:  ETC Executive Unit - 19A Avenue Marnix (PO Box 25) 1000 Brussels - BELGIUM.    
T: + 32 2 - 548 9000   F: + 32 2 - 514 1843   e-mail: press@visiteurope.com  
 
Press Releases:  http://www.etc-corporate.org/press/current-press-releases.html 
 
For further information:  ETC’s corporate website www.etc-corporate.org is aimed at industry, 
government and educational personnel interested in tourism to Europe.  
 
Tourists seeking travel-specific information and ideas are directed to ETC’s consumer portal 
www.visiteurope.com 
 


